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~ 1 l t b ~ b e ~ t g c f t ~  anb JReIatfong to Thus early drawings of those idealists of a 
lost and primitive race-the cavern dwellers of 5cbooI lbpofene,+3 Europe-shorn in their details signs of left and 

BY LINA MOLLETT, - iight-handedness. The Scythians, a people 
Dirsctoya del L~cGO d~ &%IUS de Copiapo, chile. Strong, moral, and clean above their age-Mrere - ambidestrous. The Japanese, the most hu- 

kknbidesterity is 811 artificial allcl acquired malle, healthy-nlinded of Orient&, have been 
art, and its introduction is not infrequently at- ambidestrous for many centuries. The bravest, 
tended mith dificulties and even active OppOSi- most able Jenrs of 01~1 Testament fame, mighty 
tion. men and l 1  helpers of war,” viz., the 700 

It means in school ~ ~ o r k  not only the training slillgers of the tribe of Benjamin, and a selecf 
of both hands, but the training of all corres- and highly-praisecl section of Ring David’s 
pciiding nerve-centres and dependencies, the aymy, were ambiclestrous. YeS. The Rev. H. 
developinent of the two hemispheres of the J. llunkinfielcl Astley, Lit$.D., F.R.Hist.S., 
brain to a perfect whole, each with its cor- gives,aii accoullt of a far-away “Eolithic race,” 
responding attributes harmoniously developed prior $0 the Paleofitjhic or Neolithic man, who 
ancl properly balancecl. It means to its disci- uncloLibtedly iiiade right and left-hand flint in- 
ples the avoidance of various foims of spinal struments, ancl showecl, no doubt, pioneers of 
coinplaints by a proper posture ancl upright, progress and heralds of a dawn of thought and 
vertical nviting, the avoidance of various de- in.i.el1tio11 that nlust haye placed them several 
fects of the ejesight by the avoidance of strain degrees above the human brutes of their ow? 
(inevitable to the child writing a slanting hand). & d c  ages. 
It means the avoidance of fatigue by an But the great mass of humanity has been, 
organisecl change of posture, and by working is, alld proba])l;r will be, right-handed. 
alternately right ancl left hand muscles ancl For this-as the opponents of ambidexterity 
nerves, and with them the brain centres that point ont-there are anatomical reasons, well- 
direct them. recognised by all students of the subject, be 

The opposition ~a;rs  that. such training is arti- they ill pro or ill colltra, and these objections 
ficid, and the opposition is right: It is. are kasecl on facts relating to the circulafmyand 

But if ambidestei+ity is artificial, SO is 0111’ respii*atq;r o rp is ,  and even to the relative 
20th century life. so is our model% civilisatioll, wpigl1t of the left and right siae of the body, 
our liternture, O U ~  joys for the lli@st part, allcl re11cleyiiig it: a t  least; inconvenient to the begin- 
our SOP~OIW, tclir. W e  oursel\res and O U ~  n d d  ller to use his left hand as frequently as his 
grow 011 an artificial basis, and our much- right. 
worli~d lwnins form mniiy thought-centres that This fact is, as I said, recognised, and vill’ 
nat urn1 111nii iloes not need. Nnt.u~n7 man (and guicle the teacher of ambidesterity to proceed 
Heaven defend us from him, for I have seen gradually aiicl carefully, rather to suggest than 
him in his natural state in the wilds of Pata- ccmmancl, to note signs of fatigue, t.o train 
gonin !I-iiatur:d n i ~ i i ,  I repeat (and still more, cslutiousIy and avoicl all and any violent 
natural n-onian) is the most repulsire, unclean, measure. 
animal evention Ii11on.s. Wherever ambidesterity has been educatioa- 

We want, as nlr. Jaclrson, the great chain- ally utilised the results have been favourable. 
pion of ambiclesterit;p, says, “ we want every In Europe niicl America numerous schools and 
ixch of our brains,” So save us from the studios that have adopted this form of teaching 
standard of iiaturnl nian with his unformed. testify to this fact. 
rudimentary perceptions, his selfishness, his From practical esperience I have seen the 
crurlty, his Inn. pleasures, a d  mean ~Orrmm. iiiost happy results springing from judicious 

Natural man, to those who have l - n o ~ ~ n  him, ambiclestral training. 
is 110 heroic mriiiory. Children taught to use the left and right 

Amkide~terity is no new science. I n  past Iinncl aIte1iiateI-y in writing and drawing, and 
ages, in prehistoric times, there have beell ex- wen, on occasion, to use both hands simul- 
trnordinarp nations and esceptional indiT-iduals taneously,. are less IiabIe to brain fag ancl, 
.vc-ho n‘t;~i*~ hi -111 niiual . curiously enough, seem to have their moral in- 

It is curious to note that the nations I-nown stincts more alert than children not so trained. 
to have been bi-manual always had nioral. in- They seem to profit psychically even more than 
veiniiw. nrtistic qualities that raised them physically. 
above the mass of their fellows. Among hundreds of children I have con- 

To those interested in a11 e&easion of theTi3,- sta11tly observed, only a very few are naturally 
ject I ~ W O I I I I I I ~ ~  3fr. Jo1111 Jackson’s book c c  Ambi- ancl by instinct ambidestral. These children 
dc-sterity,” published by Regan Paul.-L. ?f. are invariably well-balanced and intelligent. 
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